
English 
To begin with this half­term we will be looking at Unit 5 Plays. For this we 
will be looking at the features of a play script and how stage directions are 
used. We will then be writing our very own play script for our upcoming 
Christmas play, The Wizard of Oz, which we are all getting very excited 
about! 

In the second part of the half­term we will be looking at Unit 2 Stories Set 
in Imaginary Worlds.  In this unit we will be looking at many different sto­ 
ries that have a variety of different settings.  We will also be watching 
short clips of two videos to  enhance the children's understanding. The 
films that we will be watching are PG certificate films. Please inform your 
child’s class teacher if you do not wish them to take part in the viewing of 
such films. 

Art 
Our art work is centred on the idea of Dorothy’s magic shoes. We will each 
be making a magic shoe out of Modroc. It would help us a great deal if the 
children could bring in pictures of different types of footwear, an unwanted 
shoe to use as a base for their model and any items which might be good 
for decorating the finished product. Thank you for your support in this. 
Dates 
Wednesday 11th November: Y3 will be visited by a dentist. Thanks to Louise 
Sheedy for organising the visit. 
Please note the change of date for the Christmas production which will 
now take place at school in the North Hall. 
Christmas production of The Wizard of Oz Monday 14th December. 
Afternoon showing: 1.30pm 
Evening showing: 6.30pm (Children to arrive at school from 5.45. Please head 
straight to classrooms to get changed into costumes) 
Tuesday 15th December 6.30pm: Lyceum—Snow White 
Wednesday 16th December: Christmas Party (children can bring party clothes in a 
labelled bag to get changed into). 
Friday 11th December: Wizard of Oz at Norton Collage 
Tuesday 15th December: Y4 Snow White Pantomime 
Last day of term: Friday18th December MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
The Year 3/4 Team 

Autumn Term 2  2009 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Thank you for a fantastic first half term. The children really 
enjoyed the topic based approach to learning and we are 
looking forward our next topic. We hope you will find the 
following information useful. It includes some of the things 
we will be teaching your child this half term and 
details of how you can help at home.



The children were presented with the Big Question, ‘How can we make 
Greenhill School Television?’ before the end of half term. Using where, 
what, when, why and how question prompts the children decided on 
mini questions to enable them to answer the Big Question. 
1) How do we decide the questions and plan the schedule? 
2) How do we get ready for filming? 
3)How is the film made ready for TV? 
4)How can we share out programmes? 

Each class in Year 3/4 will look at a TV sched­ 
ule to decide what kind of programmes people 
like to watch on Christmas Day. We would 
really like the ideas to come from the children 
and will be expecting them, in groups, to 
make their own TV show. This could be any­ 

thing from a news report to an animation. 

You could support your child at home by allowing them to look 
through TV guides and maybe even make a tally chart on the different 
types of programmes e.g. sport, drama, news, weather, films and car­ 
toons.  If you have experience or expertise in film and television, 
please let us know. 

Spellings 
Shortly the children will bring home their new 
Spelling Zapper. It is important that the Spelling 
Zappers are brought to school every day. A Spell­ 
ing Zapper is a grid with nine words either chosen 
from a spelling bank or the child’s English book. 
Each time a word is spelt correctly a ‘z’ is put in 
the corner of that square. They can zap as many 
words as they like but they cannot zap the same word more than once 
a day. They continue daily zapping until all four corners are filled. On 
the 5th zap the ‘z’ covers the square itself. In the classroom children 
have zapping partners and zap each other. When a new grid is given 
this will be attached to the zapper grid so that the old spellings can be 
remembered and revised. 

Maths 
This half term we will be focussing on Block D: calculating, measuring and 
understanding shape.  Block E: securing number facts, relationships and 
calculating. 

Within these units the children will be investigating 
fractions of numbers, quantities and shape along 
with recognising equivalence between decimals and 
fractions. We will also be revising time and measure­ 
ments . The children will be introduced to compass 
points and grids as well as vertical and horizontal 
lines. 

Where possible encourage your child to use maths in everyday situations, 
such as counting the right amount of money or working out the change 
during a shopping trip, encouraging them to tell the time or working out 
how long it will take to get to a destination. Whilst out and about you 
could ask them which  direction they have turned in relation to compass 
points. 

After much discussion we have decided not to set the children in maths. 

SEAL (Social Emotional Aspects of Learning) 
Our SEAL topic this term is Getting On and Falling Out and Say No to 
Bullying. The children have been asked to wear blue on Friday 20th 
November as Anti­Bullying week comes to an end. 
Homework 
Thank you to everyone who completed the family tree homework. We 
have really enjoyed looking at them all. They are displayed in and around 
the classrooms. This half term we would like the children to investigate 
the history of TV. This can be presented in any way your child wishes 
be it a timeline, a report or even a TV with interesting facts glued on. Get 
those creative juices flowing! Homework is due in before we break up for 
Christmas. 
P.E 
Games (outside where possible) and Gymnastics.


